
In partnership with          

BCPS and the greater 

school community, 

PTA Council strives to 

ensure that every child 

receive a quality                

education in a safe and 

nurturing learning   

environment. PTA Council of Baltimore 

County encourages everyone to  

ñConnect for  Successò.   
 

Connect with Resources and Informa-

tion: Read the various Bulletin articles 

and visit the featured websites. We             

encourage you to explore all of the           

resources available from BCPS, MSDE 

and PTA. Become informed! Become 

Involved! 

 

Connect with your School: Continue to 

monitor homework, interims and report 

cards. Follow up on observations made 

during American Education Week and/or 

items discussed at a Parent-Teacher              

Conference. 

 

Connect with the School System (BCPS  

and MSDE): Attend School Board meet-

ings and Area Educational Advisory           

Council Meetings. Make a difference by               

sharing your opinions and suggestions          

for improvements. Celebrate success by 

becoming aware of all the great things 

that are happening in our schools.   

 

Connect with your Elected Officials: 

Advocate for adequate public school 

funding. 

 

Connect with your local PTA member-
ship: Plan PTA meetings and programs 

that meet the needs and expectations of 

your membership. Increase avenues of 

communication.  

 

Connect with PTA Council: Share your 

best practices, ideas, and concerns. Attend 

meetings and participate in leadership 

training.   

 

Connect with State and National PTA: 
Become aware of position statements, 

programs, resources, and training oppor-

tunities.  

 

Together, we can make every childôs  

potential a reality! 

Nancy L. Ostrow  
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Nancy L. Ostrow, President, PTA Council of Baltimore 

CELEBRATE  

PTA Healthy Lifestyles Month  

November 2009 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download a copy of ñHealthy               

Lifestyles a Parent Guideò                              

www.pta.org/healthy_lifestyles.asp 

 INFLUENZA UPDATES  
 

Baltimore County Public Schools  
www.bcps.org/parents (Highlights) 

 

Baltimore County Health Dept. 

www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agency/

health/index.htm 

 

Centers for Disease Control                           

& Prevention (CDC) 

http://cdc.gov/h1n1flu/ 

SPOTLIGHTING THE                          

IMPORTANCE OF                       

PARENTS IN SCHOOLS 

 National Parent Involvement Day  
November 19, 2009 

AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK   

November 16-20, 2009 

   

 ñ Pine Grove Paloozaò          
    a PTA sponsored celebration in                      

    recognition of 40 years of quality 

    public school education built on                                     

    strong family-school partnerships 

 

           Pine Grove ES 40th Anniversary 
                    Celebrated on October 24, 2009    

 December Bulletin will feature a recap             

of the PTA Council Fall Reception & 

Workshops held on 10/22/09 at                         

New Town High School. 

http://cdc.gov/h1n1flu/
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PTA/PTSA  

Presidentõs  

Calendar  
 

 

NOVEMBER  

 Celebrate PTA Healthy Lifestyles 

Month 

 Attend Maryland PTA Fall Convention, 

11/13-14, Holiday Inn, Frederick, MD 

 Electronically file IRS 990 by 11/15 

 Celebrate National American  

Education Week, 11/16-11/20 

 Parent Involvement Day 11/19 

 Continue distribution of  PTA 

membership cards 

 Continue to pay Maryland PTA and 

National PTA membership dues  

 

DECEMBER  

 Complete Reflections judging at the 

local level and prepare paperwork for 

entries moving on to Council level 

judging. Due to Council by 1/04/10. 

 Continue distribution of  PTA 

membership cards 

 Continue paying Maryland PTA and 

National PTA membership dues 

(monthly). 

 Remind treasurers to submit Charitable 

Solicitations Form, if applicable. 

                    HIGHLIGHTS                                     

   BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING 

October 01, 2009 

Executive Committee reported appointment of 

Jessica Lawson to Chair of the Curriculum 

Committee 

 Action Item: 

· Adopted 2009-2010 Plan of Work for the     

Curriculum Committee  

Discussion Items: 

· Fall Reception & Workshops 10/22/09 

· Maryland PTA Convention Registration   

· Superintendent to attend 11/05 BOD meeting 

REMINDER 
When sending PTA                      

correspondence via email, 

letter, etc. DO NOT include 

business or professional                 

information with your                    

signature. Doing so uses            

the PTA for personal gain              

which is in violation of the                

non-commercial provision of                   

our tax exempt status and of 

our bylaws. 

       LOCAL PTA ACTION ITEMS  
  Filing IRS 990 

The IRS deadline for PTAs to file a 990 or 990EZ 

form is the 15th day of the 5th month following 

the organizationôs fiscal year. For instance, a fis-

cal year ending June 30 must file by November 

15. Every PTA is required to file. For assistance 

with completing all forms and any financial mat-

ters please contact John Ryan, Treasurer, at 410-

665-4450 or email treasurer@bcptacouncil.org 

 

 Local Bylaws 
Unfortunately, several PTAs do not have 

current bylaws. If you are not sure of the status        

of your bylaws or you need help in updating them, 

please contact Marilyn Ryan, Chair, Bylaws by 

email at bylaws@bcptacouncil.org or by phone,  

410-665-4450. Our goal is to have all local                    

bylaws current by the end of this school year.  

  
Membership Cards 

A membership card needs to be issued for every 

dues payment received by your PTA/PTSA. It is 

your responsibility to distribute PTA/PTSA cards    

to your membership in a timely manner. In addi-

tion, the State/National portion of each memberôs 

dues is to be remitted monthly to MDPTA.   
 

 Incorporation  
In accordance with Maryland PTA bylaws, all          

local units are required to be incorporated. To  

check your status go to the Taxation and Assess-

ment website at www.dat.state.md.us;click on  

Business Data Search and then Business Entity   

Information. Please contact John Ryan at                

410-665-4450 or MD PTA  office at 410-760-

6621 for additional information and/or assistance.    

 

              

 

 

 

    

94th Annual Convention 

The Winds of Change 
 November 13-14, 2009 

 Holiday Inn & Conference Center 
 Frederick, Maryland  

 

Registration Information  

www.mdpta.org/

documents/94thFALLCONVENTION.pdf  

  INSURANCE 
When planning all PTA 

events and activities refer 

to the BB&T Insurance 

Summary and Loss               

Prevention Guide. 
( guide sent to all insured PTAs 

and posted at www.mdpta.org ) 

Red Light Activities:  

PROHIBITED 

 Yellow Light Activities: 
Require certain conditions 

must be met and insurance 

broker must be consulted 
in advance of engaging in 

these activities. 

Green Light Activities:  

APPROVED 

http://e2ma.net/go/1837440168/1680655/62554629/goto:http:/www.dat.state.md.us/
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Baltimore County PTA               
website  

 

www.bcptacouncil.org 

PTA COUNCIL DIRECTORY                 
 

Four copies of the PTA Council Directory will be sent to each PTA president following  

receipt of  Council dues. One copy should be retained by the president, one copy given to  

the principal, and the other copies given by the president to board members who are  in  

most need of the information.  
 

The Directory information is for local PTA use only, not to be shared with  
 vendors or other non -PTA organizations . 
 

Please notify Marilyn Ryan at directory@bcptacouncil.org or at 410-665-4450                                    

regarding any errors in directory information so that accurate records can be maintained. 

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS  
TO THE DIRECTORY 

 
Page 11 - Student Council - Fisher ï change spelling of street name 

Page 15 - Arbutus Elem. - add president Kelley Doyle         

Page 15 - Baltimore Highlands - add president Roy E. Shaw   

Page 16 - Campfield - add president Lara Wynne      

Page 16 - Carney - change president to Sharon Tonelson   

Page 18 - Deep Creek Middle - change president to Lisa Hemphill  

Page 19 - Deer Park Middle - change president to La'Keia Brown    

Page 19 - Dulaney - change president's address and phone 

Page 21 - Fullerton - change president's phone 

Page 24 - Johnnycake - change president to Stacie Price    

Page 24 - Kenwood - add president D. Kelly Wheat                                                                                   

Page 25 - Lansdowne Middle - add president Deborah A. Thiels    

Page 26 - McCormick - add president Elizabeth Ramsaroop-Kearns                                                         

Page 26 - Middlesex - add president Bea Mayberry 

Page 29 - Pikesville Middle - add president Michelle Horodowicz     

Page 33 - Sparrows Point Middle - add president Brandy Boccia 

Page 56 - change approval date October 22, 2009 

In order to maintain our policy of limiting PTA                      
contact information for local PTA use only, we are               
unable to publish the specific address and phone 
changes in the Bulletin.  Each PTA president will               

be mailed a list of all additions/corrections                                
referenced above to share with those                                        

who have been given a copy of the Directory.  
 

If you are aware of any other additions or corrections that                                  

need to be made please email information to the Directory  

Editor( directory@bcptacouncil.org) as soon as possible.     

 

IN  MEMORIUM  

The PTA Council extends our deep-
est sympathy to the family, school 
and PTA of the following individual 

who has passed away: 

 

 Jenna Gans 
Student 

Pinewood Elementary School 
 

A memorial donation  
will be given in her name to the  

Maryland PTA Scholarship Fund. 

 

Council Memorials  
 

 

PTA Council provides a memorial 
donation to the Maryland PTA  

Scholarship Fund whenever an ad-
ministrator, teacher, or PTA officer 

dies while serving the Baltimore 
County Public Schools.                           

PTA Council also provides a                    
memorial donation whenever a stu-

dent in grades Pre-K through 12    
dies while registered in a Baltimore 
County Public School. Should your 
school suffer such a loss, please 
contact the PTA Council office                 

at 410-666-6637, so that a                       
memorial may be prepared. 

mailto:directory@bcptacouncil.org
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"Beauty is...ò 
 

Congratulations to all of the local PTAs 

who are participating in this yearôs             

Reflections Program ï your commit-

ment to the arts provides a venue for 

children to express their creativity!  

 

In order for PTA Council to ensure that  

all local entries are received for judging, 

we need all participating PTAs to regis-

ter with Council. If your PTA has not 

yet registered you must immediately  

email president@bcptacouncil.org. 

 

Only PTAs that  have paid Council 

Dues and are in compliance with all 

Charter Requirements are permitted to 

send entries on for Council level judg-

ing. PTA Council will be following up 

with all registered PTAs to ensure that 

all requirements have been met. 

 

Students must adhere to the General 

Student Participation Rules as well as 

the rules for their specific arts area.  

PTA Reflections Chairs are reminded to 

follow the instructions for Reflections 

Chairs in the Maryland PTA Reflections 

Packet. The Reflections Packet can be 

downloaded from www.mdpta.org 

(click on Reflections).  

 

PTA entries being submitted to the PTA 

Council for county judging can be hand 

delivered on Monday, January 4, 2010

(during school hours) to Cockeysville 

Middle School, 10401 Greenside Drive, 

Cockeysville, MD, 21030.  If  planning 

to drop off entries prior to winter break, 

arrangements must be coordinated with 

and approved by Council; email Nancy 

Ostrow at president @ bcptacouncil.org 

or phone 410-521-0019.  

 

To prevent  the possibility of damage, 

lost items or late arrival, we request 

that you do not send your entries via 

interschool mail. 

           The PTA  

  National Magazine 

    Our Children 

  October/November 2009  

 

       Featured Articles 

 

    How to Communicate                 

with Your Childôs Teacher 

 

School Disciplinary Actions 

 

       Allergy/Asthma                            

  Management at School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Children empowers PTA local units to act on 

behalf of all families by offering advice on running 

PTA programs, advocacy campaigns, and other vital 

organizational functions. Our Children empowers 

principals, superintendents, and school boards by       

offering them insight into issues of importance to 

families and communities.                                                   

Visit www.pta.org to access the online edition. 

In the October/November 2009 issue of the PTA national 
magazine, Our Children, please refer to page 6 for                    

the article, ñ2010 Census Tools Availableò.  
 

" To help educate PTA parents and leaders, school 
superintendents, principals, and teachers about the 

upcoming 2010 census, the Census Bureau has 
launched the "2010 Census: It's About US" program 

and developed www.census.gov/schools, a                                    
comprehensive website containing lessons,                   

worksheets, and a range of additional support                  
materials in printable PDF format. The Census                
Bureau is recruiting for thousands of temporary      

workers to help conduct the census." 

Parenting is partnering with PTA                    

to serve as the national media 

sponsor of Reflections , and will 

feature the program in Parenting 

School Years and online at                          

Parenting.com throughout its                      

40th anniversary year. Be sure to 

pick up the November issue to      

review the article on arts in                  

education featuring Reflections. 

http://www.census.gov/schools


 

PTA Council of Baltimore County  
 

November 2009   

PTA:  everychild. onevoice. Page  5 

PTA Council has provided every PTA/PTSA  president with the black and 

white versions of the 16 ñFollow the Signsò to parent involvement, To 

download the color versions and other ñFollow The Signsò resources please 

go to www.pta.org/take_your_family_to_school.asp# . Also available are a 

membership poster (highlighting 6 signs) and a poster (including all 16 

signs) that can be used to promote ñPTA Take Your Family to School 

Weekò (Celebrate February 7-13, 2010). 

Please support the development of programs, 

practices, and policies in your school that are 

guided by the PTA National Standards for 

Family ïSchool Partnerships. Measure gains 

using the assessment plan.      

PTA Council has  

provided each PTA/

PTSA president and 

every principal             

with a copy of this               

Implementation and                

Assessment Guide. 

Please share with all 

members of your 

School Improvement 

Team. 

       Parent Support Services 
 

 Communicating With Your Child's School  

·  A Year of Parent Involvement 
·  Reflecting on Your Involvement  
·  American Education Week Parent Checklist 
 

 Tools for Effective Conferencing  

�������$���3�D�U�H�Q�W�¶�V���*�X�L�G�H���W�R���3�D�U�H�Q�W���7�H�D�F�K�H�U�������������������������������������������������������������������� 
    Conferences  
·  Conference Questions Worksheet Elementary 
·  Conference Questions Worksheet Secondary 

  www.bcps.org        Select Parents/Family  

OPERATING BUDGET  
   Thanks to all PTA/PTSAs who attended  

the five BCPS Area Educational Advisory 

Council pre-Operating Budget Hearings to    

 advocate for their schoolôs funding needs. 

                       

  Technology, Drop off Zones , Improving    

  �6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���6�\�V�W�H�P�V�����(�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���0�X�V�L�F�����H�W�F�«�� 


